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SENIOR SECTION 

 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

CLASS XII 

VISTAS: THE TIGER KING – KALKI 

Suggested Answers. 
Short Answer questions:-  

 

1. Through this satirical story the author has rightly portrayed how human beings have subjected innocent 

animals to untold torture and death, merely to fulfil their own whims and fancies. The maharaja‟s 

indiscriminate killing of tigers led to their extinction in some states, but the maharaja was oblivious to the 

grave consequences his action was leading to. In order to prove an astrologer wrong the maharaja went on a 

killing spree proving his dominance over the hapless animals. 

2. Kalki, the author of the story, has no intention of praising the king. In fact, immediately after addressing 

him with a variety of titles, he brings an anti-climax by telling his readers that his name is shortened to “Tiger 

King “. 

3. Stuka Bomber was a German ground attack aircraft which was known for its high accuracy in hitting its 

target and terrorizing sound it emitted. Through the reference of Stuka Bomber , the author wants to convey 

that he intends to tell why Maharaja of Pratibandapuram came to be known as Tiger King and nothing ,not 

even horrifying Stuka Bomber could compel him to digress from the topic. 

4. The astrologers predicted that the newly born prince will grow up to become the hero of heroes, bravest of 

the bravest and a great warrior. He also predicted that the baby was born in the hour of the bull. The bull and 

tiger were enemies. Therefore, he would die because of the tiger. 

5. Believes in the saying „You may kill a cow in self-defence‟. He had no objection in killing tigers in self-

defence. 

6.  The State astrologer was so sure of his prediction that he announced that he would cut off his ceremonial 

tuft, crop his hair short and become an insurance agent in case the king was able to kill the 100th tiger, too. 

He was sure that the Maharaja‟s death would be caused by the 100th tiger. 

7. The high-ranking British officer wanted to kill a tiger. When he was denied the permission for hunting, he 

sent a word to the king that he would be happy if he was allowed to get photographed with the dead body of a 

tiger killed by the king. However, his wish remained unfulfilled. 

8.  The Maharaja had annoyed the visiting senior British officer over the issue of tiger-hunting and „stood in 

danger of losing his kingdom itself‟. So, the Maharaja and the Dewan decided to placate and pacify the 

officer through bribe by sending gifts of expensive diamond rings to the „duraisani”, the wife of the British 

officer. Thus he managed to save his throne. 

9. Within ten years Maharaja‟s tiger hunting had resulted in the killing of seventy tigers. However his tiger 

killing mission came to a sudden standstill because the tiger population became extinct in the forest of 

Pratibandapuram. 

10. The Maharaja called the dewan and ordered him to immediately double the tax of the villagers who had 

informed him of a tiger in the forest because despite his best efforts he was unable to locate the beast. This 

infuriated the Maharaja. 

11. The dewan had hidden in his house an old tiger which had been brought from the People‟s Park in 

Madras. He feared that if the Maharaja did not get a tiger to hunt, the result would be catastrophic and he 

would lose his job. 

12. The Maharaja was overcome with elation on having killed the hundredth tiger because his vow had been 

fulfilled. By killing the hundredth tiger, he thought the prophecy about his death had been disproved. On his 

command, the dead body of the hundredth tiger was taken in grand a procession through the town and buried. 

A tomb was erected over it.  
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